
 
 
 
Special Issue on the ‘Impact of global change on the plant microbiome’ 
 
Many thanks for your interest in contributing a paper to the New Phytologist Special Issue on the 'Impact of global 
change on the microbiome’. We are very pleased to be taking this project forward with you.  
 
I include some Author guidelines below, but should you have any questions please do not hesitate to get in touch. 
 
We are looking forward to receiving your submissions on or before 31 July 2021. 
 
Many thanks 
 
Holly Slater 
Senior Commissioning Editor, New Phytologist (np-managinged@lancaster.ac.uk) 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Guidelines for Authors of Feature and Special Issue papers 
 
Papers that are to be considered for New Phytologist special issues or features should conform to the full Author 
guidelines available at: www.newphytologist.com 
 
It is important to note that Special issue/feature papers are treated in exactly the same way as regular papers 
submitted to the journal (ie. they will go through the same peer review system as regular papers and acceptance is 
not guaranteed). Special collection papers must therefore focus on timely research that provides new insights into 
the broad principles of plant science. In addressing such questions, Research manuscripts will focus entirely on the 
presentation of new data (mixed part review/part data papers are not encouraged). The size of research manuscripts 
is restricted to 6500 words. 
 
Synthesis and Modelling/Theory papers will generally fall into the research manuscript category and the headings 
can be adapted accordingly (eg. In the case of Modelling/Theory papers, include a heading of Description in place of 
Materials and Methods, to include description of the model or theoretical framework). 
 
New Phytologist also publishes a number of additional formats under the Forum and Review sections. These are 
generally commissioned ahead of time, as is the case for this collection, but please do get in touch should you have 
any suggestions. 
 
Submission deadline: 31 July 2021. 
To ensure inclusion within the Special Feature ALL papers must be submitted by the submission deadline and any 
subsequent dates set for the submission of revised manuscripts following peer review. We appreciate that the 
extent of revisions required for different papers may vary and our publication schedule is set to accommodate this. 
However, whilst we will do all we can to expedite the process of those papers rejected with resubmission 
encouraged, out of fairness to all authors and to maintain timeliness, we cannot guarantee inclusion within the 
special collection. We would of course include your article in the next available regular issue once accepted. We 
therefore advise you to submit your manuscript ahead of the deadline if possible.  
 
Submission procedure: Please submit your manuscript online at: http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/newphytologist 
and select the ‘Impact of global change on the plant microbiome’ option under the ‘Features and Special Issues’ 
section. 
 
Please refer to the full Author guidelines before submission, which contain full information on how to compile the 
electronic version of your manuscript, style and legal requirements www.newphytologist.com 
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